CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO A SYSTEM 



that would be perfectly satisfactory, inasmuch as he cannot give the whole of 
his time, nor can he, when it is now most urgently required, enter upon any 
engagement for the next fortnight at least. 

The terms he asks are, — 

1st. For his services for one year, giving the Board half his time at various 
intervals, in Ireland, and being permitted to retain all his professional business, 
1,000 l. 

2d. For his services for the year, giving up all his professional business except 
such as he could attend to by correspondence from Ireland, &c., 1,500 L 

3d. For all his services, residing in Ireland, 2,000 l. per annum. 

4th. For his services for the next two months, to organize the system, 500 l. 

In addition to each, all travelling and hotel expenses to be paid. 

The Board conceive all these terms high, and much above the scale at 
which, probably, equally skilful assistance may be obtained ; still they attach 
much importance to the weight of Mr. Smith’s name, and feeling desirous, for 
that reason, to have his aid in starting the measures, stated their willingness to 
recommend to the Lords of the Treasury his employment for two months at 
400 /., but Mr. Smith did not accede to their proposition. 

Probably, if any choice were to be made, it might be better to obtain his ser- 
vices on the conditions of No. 1 ; namely, 1,000 l. for a year, half his time to be 
given ;'as thereby any system commenced might be matured during the year, 
and cases of difficulty met and more easily provided for. 

The Board desire to express to their Lordships their anxiety to have an early 
decision on this subject, as should objection be made on account of the rate of 
remuneration sought, the Board hope to be able to make other arrangements 
without delay. 

They have already obtained the services of a gentleman of great practical 
experience in thorough draining, at 500 l. per annum, and hope to obtain those 
of others of equal skill, experience, and capability for the same terms ; and will, 
without delay, be prepared to submit, for their Lordships’ sanction, the forma- 
tion of a suitable staff for these purposes, with a view to obtaining leave to 
employ and pay them as other officers for relief purposes. 

Their chief object in desiring to have Mr. Smith’s services is the confidence 
which his well-earned celebrity would give to the extensive works of thorough 
drainage about being executed. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jos. C. Walker, 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. Secretary. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Gentlemen, 



- No. 4. - 



Treasury Chambers, 
5 December 1846. 



I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
inform you, that on receipt of your report of the ] 4th ultimo, respecting the 
employment of Mr. Smith of Deanston, in organizing a system of thorough 
drainage in Ireland, under the different Acts of Parliament applicable to the 
relief of the distress by works of this nature, my Lords requested to be favoured 
with the opinion of the Lord Lieutenant upon the subject ; and they have now 
been informed, that after communicating with your Board, his Excellency does 
not consider the arrangement proposed need be entered into with Mr. Smith of 
Deanston ; in which opinion their Lordships concur. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners (signed) C. M. Trevelyan. 

of Public Works, Dublin. 
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— No. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 9 December 1846. 



I am desired by the Board to inform you that having, with your cognizance, 
communicated with the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury on the subject of an 
arrangement proposed to be made with you towards carrying out a system of 
thorough drainage in Ireland ; their Lordships have been pleased to intimate 
their opinion, that it will not now be requisite to proceed any further with such 
proposed arrangement. 

The Board, however, trust that any steps taken by them have uot caused you 
inconvenience. 



I have, &.c. 



J. Smith, Esq. Deanston. 



(signed) Jos. C. Walker , 

Secretary. 



— No. 6. — 

49, West George’s-street, Glasgow, 
gj rj 12 December 1846. 

I have had the honour to receive your communication of the 9th inst. from 
the Board of Works, relative to the proposed arrangement for my undertaking 
the carrying out of a general system of thorough drainage in Ireland, and inti- 
mating that the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury do not now think it necessary 
to proceed any further in the matter. 

I have been put to some expense in the matter, and to considerable incon- 
venience by the delay in coming to a decision ; but these 1 count as nothing in 
a matter so interesting, and where there was some chance of being able to render 
a public service to Ireland. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James Smith, 

Jos. C. Walker, Esq. Secretary, of Deanston. 

Board of Works, Dublin. 
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